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Preface

The Resource Note is intended to increase our 
understanding of and broaden our knowledge base 
on  key subject areas that are fundamental in 
building our capacity in numeric and geographic 
analysis.

It is not an in-depth or comprehensive discussion 
of the subject matter. 

It highlights certain relevant and important areas 
that deserve our attention and consideration.

It is intended to be informal and informative.
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Introduction

This is the 5th Resource in the CIMS

This Resource Note is on cartographic and map 
design principles that help us to create effective 
and accurate maps. This Resource Note focuses on 
the ñwhatôsò and ñhowôsò of thematic mapping

It covers the various types of thematic maps and 
their suitability to map data which has a 
geographic dimension (spatial data) 

The different types of classification schemes are 
discussed with examples
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Components of a Thematic Map

Geographic Layer

ïprovides the necessary spatial (locational) information 

to which the thematic overlay can be related

Thematic Layer

ïcaptures the attribute/data to be mapped

Importance of map scale

ïThe choice of a map scale will determine the details of 

information that can be portrayed.
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Geographic/Thematic Layers

Geographic Layer                 Thematic Layer                  Thematic Map


