
In 2006, there were more than 5 million individuals that self identified as belonging to a visible minority group in Canada. Visible minorities as defined in the Employment Equity Act are “persons, other, than Aboriginal peoples, who are non-Caucasian in race or non-white in colour.”  A total of 155,895 residents of Ottawa identified themselves as a visible minority in the 2006 Census.
Highlights 

· From 1996 to 2006:
Population Growth
· Ottawa’s visible minority population increase four times faster than the growth rate of the City’s total population during the 1996-2006 period (49% versus 13%).

· During this period, the Korean group almost tripled its size and the Filipino group increased 75%. They were followed by a 63% increase in the Japanese and 60% in the Chinese visible minority groups.

· One in five Ottawa’s residents is a visible minority. Between 1996 and 2006, the share of Ottawa’s visible 
minority population also increased. In 2006, 20.2% of the City’s population were visible minorities, an increase of 2 points from 2001 (18.0%) and a significant change from 1996 (15.0%). 
· Blacks are Ottawa’s largest visible minority group.  In 2006 they composed a population of 39,070 (25%), 

followed by the Chinese (20%), the South Asian (17%) and the Arab (15%). 
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Immigration Status

· In 2006, one third (32.8%0 of the visible minority population of Ottawa was composed of persons who are

Canadian citizens by birth (non-immigrants).

· The group that had the highest percentages of non-immigrants was the Japanese (59.1%) followed by five groups who had a non-immigrant population between 30%-39%.  These were Black, Southeast Asian, Arab, the South Asian and Chinese groups.
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Age and Sex
· The majority of the visible minority population are women (51.4% in 2006).  The groups that had the higher proportion of women were Filipino (60.5%), Japanese (59.6%), Latin American (54.5%) and Black (52.5%) communities.

· Ottawa’s visible minority population is also younger compared to the general population.  In 2006, one
quarter was composed of children aged 0-14 and 16% of youth 15-24 years.  In comparison, the percentages of the City’s total population of children and youth were 18% and 14%, respectively.
· Close to half (45%) of the visible minority population was in the working age 25-64 in 2006.
· Visible minority seniors 65+ years were half (7%) of all Ottawa’s senior population (12%). Chinese, South Asian and Black individuals were the majority of the senior population among visible minorities in 2006.
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Chinese 100% 30,760 6,095 19.8% 4,465 14.5% 14,930 48.5% 2,165 7.0% 2,025 6.6% 1,080 3.5%

South Asian 100% 26,510 5,700 21.5% 3,840 14.5% 12,195 46.0% 2,560 9.7% 1,610 6.1% 605 2.3%

Black 100% 39,070 12,590 32.2% 6,830 17.5% 15,685 40.1% 2,165 5.5% 1,240 3.2% 560 1.4%

Filipino 100% 7,115 1,635 23.0% 910 12.8% 3,620 50.9% 570 8.0% 265 3.7% 125 1.8%

Latin American 100% 8,075 1,330 16.5% 1,450 18.0% 4,425 54.8% 505 6.3% 235 2.9% 130 1.6%

Southeast Asian 100% 10,395 2,730 26.3% 1,455 14.0% 4,845 46.6% 690 6.6% 395 3.8% 275 2.6%

Arab 100% 24,105 6,355 26.4% 4,715 19.6% 10,085 41.8% 1,670 6.9% 840 3.5% 440 1.8%

West Asian 100% 6,055 1,115 18.4% 1,120 18.5% 3,155 52.1% 360 5.9% 195 3.2% 100 1.7%

Korean 100% 2,115 565 26.7% 345 16.3% 1,050 49.6% 100 4.7% 20 0.9% 35 1.7%

Japanese 100% 1,685 390 23.1% 145 8.6% 845 50.1% 120 7.1% 135 8.0% 50 3.0%

multiple & not included elsewhere 100% 5,825 1,980 34.0% 845 14.5% 2,315 39.7% 370 6.4% 190 3.3% 125 2.1%

Total 100% 161,710 40,485 25.0% 26,120 16.2% 73,150 45.2% 11,275 7.0% 7,150 4.4% 3,525 2.2%

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census

Age Groups

Visible Minority Population by Age, City of Ottawa, 2006


For additional information on this topic please see This is Who We Are: A Social Profile of the City of Ottawa, Based on the 2006 Census, Publications 2008, Social Planning Council of Ottawa www.spcottawa.on.ca
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