
Immigrants are people who have been granted the right to live in Canada permanently by immigration authorities.  Some have lived in Canada for a number of years, while others are recent arrivals.   In 2006, almost a quarter of the population of Canada were immigrants. 
Highlights
· From 1996 to 2006:
· In 2006, there were 178,545 immigrants living in Ottawa, representing almost a quarter of the population (22.3%).  
· The proportion of immigrants in the City surpassed the national average of 19.8% in that year.  Both, the number of immigrants and the proportion of immigrants increased during the period 1996-2006 at a rate of 22.2%.  However, during the period 2001-2006 the immigrant population grew at a slower pace (7.1%). In terms of citizenship, 78%
 of immigrants hold Canadian citizenship. 
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* Non-Permanent residentes are not included


· Region of Birth and Generation Status 

· In the last three decades, there has been a significant change in the main immigrant countries of origin to Canada.
· The immigrant influx has shifted from European countries to Middle Eastern and African countries.  In 1996, the proportion of immigrants from the United Kingdom into Ottawa was 14.8%, compared to the 10.4% in 2006.  
· In 2006, immigrants from Asia and the Middle East and Africa represented more than half (51%) of the total immigrant population of the City.  
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· Recent immigrants
According to Statistics Canada, immigrants who arrived in Canada during the five years prior to a census are considered to be recent immigrants.  In the case of the 2006 Census recent immigrants are those who immigrated during the period 2001-2006. 
· Between the years 2001-2006, 29,650 new immigrants arrived in the City.  They accounted for 17% of the total immigrant population in 2006. 
· Eleven regions were the main source of 80% of these immigrants.  Among them were Central Asia and the Middle East (20%), China (13%) and Eastern Africa (7.5%).    
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For additional information on this topic please see This is Who We Are: A Social Profile of the City of Ottawa, Based on the 2006 Census, Publications 2008, Social Planning Council of Ottawa www.spcottawa.on.ca
Fast Facts: Immigration and Citizenship, 2006
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� Data for Ottawa-Gatineau Census Metropolitan Area (Ontario Part)





