
Ottawa’s household size is changing as a direct result of changing demographics and living arrangements.  
Highlights 
· From 1996 to 2006:
· During 1996-2006 period there was a downtrend towards a smaller household in Ottawa. In 2006, 1 or 2 person households accounted for 60% of the total of households.  The dominant household size during this period was 2 persons, which may indicate a typical couple-family without children or a lone-parent family with a child.  The largest increase in this period was in the one person household (25%).
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1 person 70,395 79,400 88,080 25.5% 26.3% 27.4% 12.8% 10.9% 25.1%

2 persons 87,910 97,945 104,645 31.8% 32.5% 32.6% 11.4% 6.8% 19.0%

3 persons 47,185 49,325 51,445 17.1% 16.3% 16.0% 4.5% 4.3% 9.0%

4-5 persons 63,675 67,270 68,675 23.0% 22.3% 21.4% 5.6% 2.1% 7.9%

6+ persons 7,430 7,825 8,055 2.7% 2.6% 2.5% 5.3% 2.9% 8.4%

Total 276,595 301,765 320,900 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 9.1% 6.3% 16.0%

Household Size (1996-2006), City of Ottawa
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Source: Statistics Canada, Census of 1996, 2001 and 2006
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· The fastest increase in family size in Ottawa during the period 1996-2006 occurred in families composed of 2 or 3 persons (25.1% and 13.1%, respectively).  The growth between the 2001 and 2006 census, demonstrates that there is a decreasing trend for all family sizes.
·  Families are increasing faster than household numbers in all categories.  There is a gap between the increase of the household size and the family size in Ottawa.  Their growth rate during the period 1996-2006 indicates that the increase of the number of families surpassed the increment of the households in all categories. 
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2 persons 82,695 96,610 103,470 43.5% 45.8% 46.6% 16.8% 7.1% 25.1%

3 persons 43,495 46,650 49,190 22.9% 22.1% 22.1% 7.3% 5.4% 13.1%

4 persons 44,700 47,215 48,465 23.5% 22.4% 21.8% 5.6% 2.6% 8.4%

5+ persons 19,380 20,410 21,030 10.2% 9.7% 9.5% 5.3% 3.0% 8.5%

Total 190,270 210,885 222,155 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 10.8% 5.3% 16.8%

% Growth Rate % Share Number of Families

Families in Private Households by Family Size (1996-2006), City of Ottawa

Source: Statistics Canada, Census of 1996, 2001 and 2006


For additional information on this topic, please see the document: This is Who We Are: A Social Profile of Ottawa Based on the 2006 Census, 2008 Publications, Social Planning Council of Ottawa  www.spcottawa.on.ca
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