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Statistics Canada uses the term “person with an activity limitation” instead of the term “person with a disability” with the following definition: “Any limitation on activity, restriction on participation or reduction in the quality or type of activities because of a physical, mental or health problem.  Activity limitation includes difficulties in hearing, seeing, speech, walking, climbing stairs, bending, learning or any other difficulty in carrying out similar activities, and conditions or health problems that have lasted or are expected to last six months or more.”
Highlights 

· From 1996 to 2006:
· Population Change 

· In 2006, 149,425 people in Ottawa had activity limitations, representing 17.7% of Ottawa’s population. This was a 20.7% increase in the number of people with disabilities since 2001 (25,625 more individuals).  The prevalence of disability in Ottawa in 2006 was 2.2% higher than the prevalence in Ontario.
· In general the percent of Ottawa’s total population with activity limitations is smaller for younger groups and increases substantially for older age groups.

	People with Disability by Age in the Ottawa Census Metropolitan Area, 2001 - 2006

	Age Group
	Population
	% of All People with Disabilities

	
	           2001
	      2006
	           2001
	      2006

	0 - 4
	1,680
	2,025
	1.4
	1.4

	5 – 14
	6,655
	7,340
	5.4
	4.9

	15 - 24
	7,170
	9,545
	5.8
	6.4

	25 - 34
	9,460
	11,085
	7.6
	7.5

	35 - 44
	16,695
	17,805
	13.5
	11.9

	45 - 54
	20,890
	25,835
	16.9
	17.3

	55 – 64
	18,675
	26,010
	15.1
	17.4

	65 – 74
	19,470
	21,855
	15.7
	14.6

	75 +
	23,105
	27,925
	18.7
	18.7

	Total
	123,790
	149,425
	100.0
	100.0


· There was an increase in the number of people with disabilities in every age group, but the increases were not even across all age groups.  The groups which experienced the most significant percentage increase from 2001 to 2005 were the groups aged 55 to 64 (39.3% increase) and the 15 to 24 year olds (33.1% increase). The reasons for the increase in the incidence of disabilities on age groups that were not senior is not immediately clear and warrant further research.

· Language, Aboriginal Identity and Immigration 
· In 2006, 60.4% of people with disabilities had English as a mother tongue, 18% of people with disabilities had French as a mother tongue, and 19.8% had a non-official language as a mother tongue, 2.2% had knowledge only of French (3,345) and 2.8% had knowledge of neither French nor English (4,120).  
· In 2006, 3,250 people with disabilities were of Aboriginal identity, representing 2.2% of all people with disabilities.  
· 25% of people with disabilities in 2006 were immigrants; only 2.3% were recent immigrants. Many people with disabilities are immigrants who arrived many decades ago.  They are aging, and many have developed disabilities as they age. 
· Labour Market Outcomes and Income

· Economic exclusion continued to be a major issue for people with disabilities.  During the period 2000-2005 the participation rate of people with disabilities was significantly lower than the participation rate for the general population. They also experience an unemployment rate higher than the general population.
· The average income from all sources for people with disabilities in 2005 was $35,923, down by $453 from the previous census period.  This was only 82.7% of the average income from all sources for the general population ($43,441).  Their average employment income as well, was significantly lower, even though it rose slightly between 2000-2005.

	Labour Market Outcomes for People with Disabilities Aged 15 and Over,

2001 – 2006, Ottawa Census Metropolitan Area.

Source:  Statistics Canada, 2006 Census

	
	People with Disabilities 2000
	People with Disabilities 2005
	General Population 2005

	Participation Rate
	40%
	43%
	69.6%

	Unemployment Rate
	8%
	7%
	5.8%

	Worked Full Year, Full Time
	52%
	49%
	56%

	Worked Part Year, Part Time
	41.6%
	43.3%
	39%

	Average Employment Income 
	$33,661
	$36,995
	$44,130


· In 2005, more than one in five individuals with a disability lived on a low income before tax.  The incidence of low income after tax in 2005 for people with disabilities was 17%.  
· People with disabilities aged 65 and over in 2005 fared better than younger individuals with disabilities, with an incidence of low income before tax of 14% and after tax of 8%.  This reflects that many seniors who have disabilities have pensions and savings from their working years, in which they may or may not have had a disability.  
· Fully 25% of children under 6 with disabilities lived on low income before tax, reduced by only 2% after tax to 23%.  This reflects the higher risk of low income children to have disabilities compared to children in the general population, as well as challenges faced by some parents of some children with disabilities where their care-giving responsibilities affect their labour market participation.  

For additional information on this topic please see This is Who We Are: A Social Profile of the City of Ottawa, Based on the 2006 Census, Publications 2008, Social Planning Council of Ottawa www.spcottawa.on.ca
Fast Facts: People with Disabilities in Ottawa, 2006
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