
In 2006, Ottawa’s children and youth aged 0-24 numbered 255,845.  The majority were children aged 0-14

(55.8%), while the percentage of youth aged 15-24 was 44.2%. Despite the higher proportion of children, this population is now declining. 
Highlights 

· From 1996 to 2006:
· Population Growth
· The growth rate of the children population during the 2001-2006 period dropped two points from 1996-2006 (2.65% from 4.60%).  As well, its share in the total population was reduced in this same period to 31.5% from 33.1%.  
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1996 2001 2006 1996 2001 2006 1996-2001 2001-2006

0-4 47520 44585 44375 6.59% 5.76% 5.46% -6.18% -0.47%

5-9 49130 50180 46235 6.81% 6.48% 5.69% 2.14% -7.86%

10-14 46715 51375 52145 6.48% 6.64% 6.42% 9.98% 1.50%

15-19 44130 49440 54600 6.12% 6.39% 6.72% 12.03% 10.44%

20-24 50815 53690 58490 7.05% 6.94% 7.20% 5.66% 8.94%

Total 238310 249270 255845 33.05% 32.21% 31.49% 4.60% 2.64%

Source: Statistics Canada, Census of 1996, 2001 and 2006

Population % Share in Population % Growth Rate
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· The downward trend in the percentage of children in the population during the period 1996-2001 primarily affected the number of children in the age bracket 0-4 with a reduction of 6.18%. This decrease continued during the 2001-2006 period, albeit, at a lower rate (-0.47%) and expanded to the 5-9 age group (-7.86%).
· This decrease continued during the 2001-2006 period, albeit, at a lower rate (a reduction of 0.47%) and expanded to the 5-9 age group (with a reduction of 7.86% from an increase 1996 – 2001 of 2.1%).  
· Furthermore in the 2001-2006 period, there was a marked slowdown of the increase in the number of children in the 10-14 and 15-19 year segments. 
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· Children at Home
· In 2006 the City of Ottawa had 251,705 children living at home 0-25+ years.  There is a rapid increase of the number of adult children living with their parents. This is now a common characteristic throughout Ontario’s municipalities. The number of children 25+ living at home in Ottawa during the period 1996-2006 rose by 6.12%.  
· Factors that could explain this situation are: difficulties in accessing the labor market, low-paid jobs, the high cost of housing, the number of young people attending post secondary education, and immigrant family values that emphasize the extended family.  
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· Early School Leavers 
This are individuals ages 15-24 who have not completed high school and who were not in school and are faced with significant challenges in accessing suitable employment and face greater difficulty improving their situation over time.

· The 2006 census revealed that there were 8,400 early school leavers in Ottawa (7.2% of the total population aged 15 to 24).  60% were aged 15-19 and 40% were aged 20-24.

· The majority of young adult early school leavers (86%) are Canadian citizens, Canadian born and third generation or more of British Isles or French ethnic origin.
· A disproportionate percentage of early school leavers are of Aboriginal identity or ethnic origin (5% compared to the proportion of 1.5% in Ottawa’s general population in 2 006). 
· Immigrants were significantly under-represented (16%) among early school leavers compared to their percentage in the general population in 2006. 
· 50% of 15 to 19 year old early school leavers had no income. Of those who reported income, 62.5% had incomes less than $5,000 with another 22.7% reporting incomes between $5,000 and $10,000. Only 3.7% of 20 – 24 year old early school leavers had no income. 45% had incomes under $10,000. 36% had incomes between $10,000 and $20,000. 19% had incomes over $20,000.  

For additional information on this topic, please see This is Who We Are: A Social Profile of Ottawa Based on the 2006 Census and Challenging Transitions: A Profile of Early School Leavers Aged 15-24 in Ottawa, 2006, Publications 2008, Social Planning Council of Ottawa  www.spcottawa.on.ca
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