What You Need To Know About School Fees

In Elementary and Secondary Schools
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Schools and school boards across Ontario have many different policies for charging fees for students to take part in activities related to learning.
Here are answers to some questions you may have:
Types of school fees and what you can do about them 

During your child’s school year, you will be asked for money for different types of things.  Depending on the type of expense, there are different possible ways of getting help if you can’t afford the fee.     
School supplies, backpacks, and other things

Parents are expected to provide their children with things like backpacks, lunch bags, and indoor shoes for school.  In some schools, parents are given a list of school supplies (pencils, notebooks, glue sticks, etc.) that they need to buy for their children.  The list is different for every school.
If you cannot afford the supplies, there are a number of community programs that can help you.  You can get contact information for these programs through community resource centres, place of worship, cultural associations, or schools.

Levee for school supplies
In other school, parents are asked to pay a fee, often called a levee, for supplies.  The school uses this money to buy supplies in bulk which are then distributed to the students.  Parents are still expected to provide things like backpacks, lunch bags, and indoor shoes.

If you cannot afford the levee, there are sometimes subsidies available through the school.  If you are unsure about who to speak to, contact a person you trust (principal, teacher, someone in the office, MLO, ESL teacher, school/parent council member, parent in the school) and ask them what the procedure is at your school.

Milk, lunch programs and extracurricular activities

Some schools provide extra programs for a fee.  Some examples are: lunch programs, milk programs, lunch hour activity program, school club activities (including sports, band, and arts).

Some schools offer subsidies to families who would like to participate, but cannot afford to.  Other schools consider programs like these “an extra” and will not provide subsidy help.  This varies greatly from school to school.

Agendas, timetables and extra learning materials

Some schools may ask parents to pay for other materials and activities that support their child’s learning.  These can include: agendas, timetables, workbooks (that support textbooks), science supplies, and craft materials.

The Education Act of Ontario [s. 170 (1) 13] states that students do not have to pay for materials required as part of the curriculum.

If you are unable to pay this type of fee, you can call the school office and explain that you are unable to pay and ask what other options are available.  You can also request to meet with the office staff or the principal to discuss this personal issue.

If you cannot come to an arrangement with the school, you can contact the school trustee responsible for your child’s school.  School board trustees are locally and democratically elected by the population.  They serve as the link between the community and the school system.  You can find out who your trustee is by going to your school board’s website or contacting them by phone.  You can also ask someone you trust at your school.

Field trips

Parents are often asked to pay for field trips during the course of the school year.  Whether or not they have to pay depends on if the trip is part of the curriculum.

If the trip is part of the curriculum, then it is covered under the Education Act of Ontario and is an optional fee.  If you are unable to pay this fee, you can contact the school to see what arrangement can be made.  If you are unable to come to an agreement with the school, you can contact your school trustee.

If the trip is not part of the curriculum, it is considered an “extra”.  Some school will provide subsidies so all students can participate.  Others will not provide these subsidies.

What will happen if I don’t pay these fees?                                                      
The outcome can vary greatly depending on the type of fee and the school your child attends.
· In the case of “extras” (like milk and lunch programs, extra curricular programs and some field trips), your child may not be able to participate.  You can try to contact the school to see if subsidies are available.  The school, however, is not obligated to provide subsidies for these types of expenses.

· In the case of things that are part of your child’s curriculum and learning experience (agenda, timetables and some fieldtrips), these are considered optional fees under the Education Act of Ontario.  Your child should not be prevented from participating nor have these things withheld from him/her.  If he or she is being prevented from participating or having these things withheld, you can contact the school to discuss the situation.  If you cannot come to an agreement with the school, you can contact your school trustee.  
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