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Ethnic Origin, Citizenship & the ‘Canadian’ Identity in Ottawa

[image: image1]Ottawa is a multi-ethnic city, with over 100 ethnic origin groups identified in the 2001 census. The graph below demonstrates the number of people in each ethnic group of the 20 largest in Ottawa.
 285,500 people reported that they had ‘Canadian’ ancestry; making it the most frequently claimed ethnicity. 184,650 people reported ‘English’ as their ethnic background, followed by 176,000 ‘French’, 163,600 ‘Irish’, and 142,300 ‘Scottish’. 56,900 people cited ‘German’ ancestry, with ‘Italian’ and ‘Chinese’ responses at 33,900 and 30,300, respectively. 22,700 people identified ‘Aboriginal’
 heritage; 20,600 people ‘Dutch’, and 18,100 people ‘Lebanese’. Responses for ‘East Indian’ and ‘Ukrainian’ were 16,900 and 16,100, respectively; for ‘Jewish’, 12,500, for ‘Welsh’, 11,700, and for ‘Somali’, 8,280. ‘Russian’ was the ethnic origin group of 7,900 people; followed by ‘American’ and ‘Spanish’ at 6,500 each, and ‘Portuguese’, at 6,200.
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The ancestors of Ottawa residents are from every major region in the world.
The graph below demonstrates the proportion from each region.4 The maj-
ority (59%) are from Western Europe, which includes people from the British 

Isles, France, Germany, Austria, and Holland. A large minority (25%) are from

North America, which includes people from the United States, Canada, and 

Aboriginal communities. Smaller proportions are from Southern Europe (4%),                                                                                                                                                           
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 which includes people from Italy, Spain, Portugal, and Greece; East and
Southeast Asia (3%), which includes people from China, Vietnam, and the Philippines; Eastern Europe (2.5%), which includes people from the Ukraine, Russia, Hungary, and the former Yugoslavia; West Asia (2%), which includes people from Lebanon, or who identified their ancestry as ‘Arab’; South Asia (1.6%), which includes people from India or Pakistan, or who identified their ancestry as ‘South Asian’; Africa (1.2%), which includes people from Somalia or Egypt, or who  identified their ancestry as ‘African’; Latin America and the Caribbean (0.9%), which includes people from Jamaica, Haiti, Mexico, Central or South America; and Northern Europe (0.7%), which includes people from Norway or Sweden, or who identified their ancestry as ‘Scandinavian’. 
Ethnic origin, citizenship & the ‘Canadian’ Identity 








       
Who is ‘Canadian’?
· 285,500 people, or 36% of the population of Ottawa, 
reported “Canadian” as their ethnic origin.
· [image: image4.png]


42% reported “Canadian” as their only ethnic origin.

· 58% reported “Canadian” along with other origins.  

The tables below show how the composition of the group of 
self-identified “Canadians" compares to the actual composition 
of the populations of Canada and Ottawa:
	Citizenship
	Canadian 

Population (%)8
	Ottawa’s

Population (%)9
	“Canadians” (%)

	Canadian
	94.7
	93.8
	99.6

	Other
	4.6
	5.2
	0.4


“Canadians” are about five percent more likely to be citizens than the general population of Ottawa or Canada.
	Birthplace –
All 
	Canadian
Population (%)10
	Ottawa’s
Population (%)11
	“Canadians” (%)12

	Canada
	80.9
	77.9
	97.9

	Other
	18.4
	21.1
	2.0


“Canadians” are ten times more likely to
have been born in Canada than are residents of Ottawa or Canada generally.  
	Birthplace – 
Foreign Born
	Canadian
Population (%)
	Ottawa’s 
Population (%)
	“Canadians” (%) 

	United States
	4.5
	4.4
	23.5

	Europe
	42.1
	37.1
	39.9

	Asia
	37.0
	37.9
	20.5

	Africa
	5.3
	10.2
	6.6

	Latin America &

Caribbean
	11.1
	10.4
	9.5


“Canadians” who were not born in Canada are five times more likely to be immigrants from the United States. They are almost equally likely to be from Latin America and the Caribbean, only two-thirds as likely to be from Africa, and half as likely to be from Asia, than the general population of Ottawa.
	Religion
	Canadian 

Population (%)13
	Ottawa’s 

Population (%)14
	“Canadians” (%)15

	Catholic
	43.6
	44.6
	55.4

	Protestant
	31.8
	28.9
	28.6

	Orthodox16
	1.6
	2.0
	0.3

	Muslim
	2.0
	4.9
	0.7

	Jewish
	1.1
	1.4
	0.8

	Hindu
	1.0
	1.0
	0.04

	Buddhist
	1.0
	1.2
	0.2

	Sikh
	0.9
	0.3
	0.04

	None
	16.5
	15.2
	13.7


 “Canadians” are over ten percent more likely to be Catholic, and equally likely to be Protestant, when compared to the population of Ottawa. They are only half as likely to be Jewish, one-sixth as likely to be Buddhist, one-seventh as likely to be Christian Orthodox or Muslim, and a mere one-twenty-fifth as likely to be Hindu or Sikh. 
[image: image5.png]



	Visible Minority
	Canadian
Population (%)
	Ottawa’s
Population (%)
	“Canadians” (%)

	Yes
	13.4
	18.0
	3.0

	No
	86.6
	82.0
	97.0


“Canadians” are only one-sixth as likely to be visible minorities, when compared with the population of Ottawa, and one-quarter as likely, when compared to Canadian figures.

ENDNOTES






































































DID YOU KNOW?


People born in Canada are citizens automatically. Residents born elsewhere must become citizens through naturalization. This involves a number of steps. Applicants must:





*Be a permanent resident for three years5


*Speak English or French effectively


*Take and pass the citizenship test6


*Swear an oath at a citizenship ceremony7





They must also be able to pay the fee, which is $200/adult and $100/child.














DID YOU KNOW?


The term ethnic group refers to a reference group of people who often share a common ancestry and history; and who, through the process of interacting with each other and establishing boundaries with others, identify themselves as members of that group. Members may or may not have identifiable cultural characteristics, such as a common language and/or religious affiliation. All Canadians belong to one or several ethnic groups. Ethnic group identities are maintained over generations, not only by new immigrants, but also by group members who develop or maintain an interest in their ancestral group and sub-culture.3 The number of people in each ethnic group was determined by the responses of Ottawa residents to the Census question, “To which ethnic or cultural group(s) did this person’s ancestors belong?” Respondents were invited to specify as many groups as applicable.   




















� You may notice that if the given population of each ethnic community in the graph is added together, the total population will exceed the number of people in Ottawa, which is 795, 255. This is because respondents were instructed by the Census question to specify as many ethnic origin groups as applicable, which resulted in the majority of people claiming multiple origins. Respondents with multiple origins are counted as a member of each specified ethnic group, thus the total population of Ottawa appears higher than it is.    


� For the purposes of this graph, the ‘Aboriginal’ group includes First Nations, Métis, and Inuit peoples. 


3 Definition of ethnic group paraphrased from Carl E. James, “Race, Culture, and Identity” in Perspectives on Racism and the Human Services Sector: A Case for Change, edited by Carl E. James, 1996, p. 21.  


4 Although most ethnic groups share a common geographic region of origin (e.g., Irish from Ireland, Somali from Somalia, and so forth), in addition to other characteristics, the Jewish community is a notable exception, as this is not usually the case. For the purposes of this graph, Jewish people were categorized according to their reported region of origin (i.e., non-immigrant respondents were included in the ‘North America’ total, and immigrant respondents in the totals of their respective regions).      


5 Individuals in prison, or on parole or probation, are not eligible for citizenship. Time spent in prison, or on parole or probation, does not count toward the residency requirement.


6 Children 18 years of age and younger, and adults 55 years of age and older, are not required to write the citizenship test.


7 Children under 14 years of age are invited, but not required, to take the oath.


8 Non permanent residents make up 0.7% of the Canadian population.


9 Non permanent residents make up 1.0% of Ottawa’s population.


10 Non permanent residents make up 0.7% of the Canadian population.


11 Non permanent residents make up 1.0% of Ottawa’s population.


12 Non permanent residents account for 0.04% of the “Canadian” population in Ottawa.


13 Religious categories included in the Census data but not listed account for 0.5% in Canada and include: Baha’i, Jains, Shinto, Taoist, Zoroastrian, Eastern Religion n.i.e., Aboriginal Spirituality, Pagan, Unity-New Thought-Pantheist, New Age, Scientology, Gnostic, Rastafarian, Satanist, and Other Religion n.i.e. 


14 Religious categories included in the Census data but not listed account for 0.5% in Ottawa and include those listed above.


15 Religious categories included in the Census data but not listed account for 0.22% of the “Canadian” population in Ottawa and include those listed in Endnote 10.


16 This refers to people of the Christian Orthodox faith only and is not meant to include ‘Orthodox’ followers of other faiths (e.g., Jewish). 
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